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After a good start to the year, Utah has not received up to the average amount of
precipitation compared to previous years. When measuring if we have received a good
amount of water for the year, we mostly look at precipitation rates and snowpack totals.
These go hand and hand with each other and this is how we are able to measure if we
are in a drought, or if we have a good amount of water. Precipitation is rain, snow, sleet,
or hail. All of these add moisture to the ground which we have for daily use. We obtain
this water from Coal Creek, or we pump it out of the ground after it sinks into the aquifer.
As this water sinks into the aquifer, it slowly cleans itself. Based on data from the years
1980-2010, the average precipitation rate in Cedar City is 11.3 inches, with March being
the month with the highest precipitation rates(1). This year has been very different.
Cedar Valley started off very strong, just meeting the average rates for the year in April,
but quickly plateaued. By this time Cedar Valley should have had at least 6.5 inches, but
at the Cedar City Municipal Airport, we have only had 4.45 Inches so far this year(2). You
may be wondering, what does this mean, and how does it affect the water that we use?
On average about 21,000 acre feet of water is added to our aquifer per year, which is
pumped, cleaned, and then used by the public(3). Although we only get about 21,000
acre feet, it is estimated that 28,000 acre feet are used by the public each year. This
puts us in a deficit even when we receive the average amount of precipitation per year,
so you can only imagine how much bigger our deficit will be when we do not reach our
average precipitation rates. At the CICWCD we make it a priority to educate our
community as well as do our part to improve this deficit.

OUR MISSION: CONSERVE,
RECHARGE, IMPORT

Conserve

As a community we can lower that deficit
by making a couple changes in our daily
lives to conserve water. Localscapes is an
educational website that helps individuals
set up their lawn in a way that looks
beautiful, but conserves water. The
Localscapes concept is to have a smaller
space of grass, and add other plants that
do not need as much water. This makes it
so that each person can decrease the
amount of water that they use on their
lawns. Another way this can be achieved
is by requesting a water check provided
by the Central Iron County Water
Conservancy District (CICWCD). This is a
free service that measures the amount of
water your lawn needs. Included in the
service, are tips on how much to water the
lawn in order to keep your lawn healthy,
while conserving water. On a daily basis
everyone can make small changes to
conserve water. Conserving water helps
the community, and helps you lower your
water bill. Who doesn't love saving
money?

10 Ways to Conserve Water
1. Shower five minutes less
2. Turn off the hose while washing
the car
3. Install high efficiency toilets
4. Clean the driveway with a broom
5. Fix water leaks
6. Only wash full loads of laundry
7. Plant drought-resistant plants
8. Use the dishwasher instead of
hand-washing dishes
9. Adjust sprinklers for rainy days
10. Turn off the faucet while brushing

Recharge

Although it is important for every
person to do their part at home, the
CICWCD wants to let you know what
we are doing to improve this deficit.
Recharging the water is something
that is commonly used to increase
the amount of water in our aquifer.
The water at Quichapa lake
evaporates quickly, so we change
the course of this water so that it can
sink into the ground. This water is
usually redirected to gravel pits
where the water sinks into the
ground, cleans itself, and then goes
into our aquifer.

Import
We are also working to import water.
Importing water is moving water from
other areas that do not use it to our valley
so that we can utilize it. Pine Valley is a
large basin and range valley just a few
hours Northwest of Cedar City. The
CICWCD is working to install wells in the
Pine Valley aquifer and a pipeline that will
take that water and bring it straight to
Cedar Valley. This will increase the
amount of water in our aquifer, which will
help decrease the deficit.

Below are a few examples of
how Localscapes helps
homeowners make their
homes beautiful on the outside
while conserving water.

Call Us now to
schedule a
water check!
(435) 865- 9901
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@CICWCD
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