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88 E. Fiddlers Canyon Rd. Ste. 220 
Cedar City, UT 84721 

(435) 865-9901; cicwcd.org 
 

  October 14, 2021 

Dear Chekshani Cliffs Residents,  

 

Below we have provided a response to questions raised during the Chekshani Cliffs HOA 

meeting held October 6, 2021 and a subsequent letter attached below.  

 

1) Can the test pump data be shared? 

Here is a link to the new well's test pump data: 

https://cicwcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Chekshani-Well-Pump-Test-Data.pdf 

 

2) Why are the easements not recorded with the County? 

The easements were recorded in June & July 2021 and can be found on the County Recorders 

website. Links below are provided:  

• Randy & Kay Carter; Entry Number 00771158, Date 2021-6-15 

o https://eagleweb.ironcounty.net/eaglesoftware/eagleweb/viewDoc.jsp?node=DOC

1942S847 

• New Harmony Ridge LC; Entry Number 00772926, Date 2021-7-9 

o https://eagleweb.ironcounty.net/eaglesoftware/eagleweb/viewDoc.jsp?node=DOC

1939S5235   

 

3) Is New Harmony Ridge using chemicals in their pivot within the 100' protection zone of 

the existing well? 

Our operators have spoken with the Ag Producer and there was a time this summer where the 

programing went down on the end gun and water was shooting into the well house. We contacted 

the producer, and he fixed the issue. Since the meeting we have reached out again to the 

producer and asked that the end gun be programmed to not water within 200’ of the well house 

as there is not enough room to grow crops within that area because of the existing road.   

 

4) Do Chekshani Cliffs residents count as 3rd party beneficiaries as part of the settlement 

agreement with New Harmony Ridge LLC? 

According to legal counsel, for a third party to have enforceable rights under a contract, the 

intention of the contracting parties to confer a separate and distinct benefit upon the third 

party must be clear. Accordingly, a party only incidentally benefitted has no right to recover 

under the contract.  In fact, in Utah it is not even enough that the parties to the contract know, 

expect or even intend that others will receive a benefit from the contract, rather the contract must 

be undertaken for a third party’s direct benefit and the contract itself must affirmatively make 

this intention clear in the contract.  This contract was never intended to directly benefit a 

particular party or user of the system.  The only intended parties are for the District and New 

Harmony Ridge. 

 

 

https://cicwcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Chekshani-Well-Pump-Test-Data.pdf
https://eagleweb.ironcounty.net/eaglesoftware/eagleweb/viewDoc.jsp?node=DOC1942S847
https://eagleweb.ironcounty.net/eaglesoftware/eagleweb/viewDoc.jsp?node=DOC1942S847
https://eagleweb.ironcounty.net/eaglesoftware/eagleweb/viewDoc.jsp?node=DOC1939S5235
https://eagleweb.ironcounty.net/eaglesoftware/eagleweb/viewDoc.jsp?node=DOC1939S5235
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5) The assessment says there are 71 lots paying for the project, but lots 71 & 73 are also 

connected. Why aren't they paying? 

It is the District’s understanding that the two “lots” were not included in this Assessment Area.  

It is further the District’s understanding that these lots have never been serviced by the District, 

and when the subdivision was developed, there was no water connection nor is the District aware 

of a lateral to supply these lots with water.   Presumably they were to be included by the 

developer or developer’s assigns, should they elect to construct a phase II if permitted by the 

County, i.e. if they are ever developed.  Since they may not be considered “lots”, or in other 

words may be excluded from the subdivision, they are not serviceable lots intended under the 

assessment at this time.  Should they become serviceable lots, they will be included in the same 

manner as any other future property owner who connects to the system and will be properly 

billed; (which obviously helps with the law of economies to operate the system).  Please note 

that in July 2020, there was a period for issues, such as this, to be raised and after no protests 

were filed for the creation of an Assessment Area, the District held a public meeting and passed a 

resolution designating the Assessment Area as it presently exists which is now final. 

 

6) Should the tank be cleaned prior to connecting the new well to the system? 

The last time we cleaned and epoxied the tank there was very minimal amounts of sand in the 

bottom of the tank. We spoke with our water supervisor who informed us that this tank is 

scheduled to be inspected and cleaned this upcoming year 2022. As for the new well it has been 

tested and there are no contaminates or concerns regarding the quality of the water well.  In fact, 

the water in the well tests exceptional.   

 

7) Will the use of New Harmony Ridge's ag well by the new well cause issues with 

drawdown, just like the current well? 

There have not been issues with drawdown of the current well. Drawdown while pumping a well 

is typical; however, when pumps are turned off, water levels will rebound. New Harmony Ridge 

was allowed by the CICWCD Board to use their agricultural well under the condition that it does 

not cause an issue with the current Chekshani Well. The water levels are watched closely by our 

water operators, and there has not been any issues. We conducted the test pump for the new I-15 

well during the middle of the growing season when New Harmony Ridge was operating their 

nearby irrigation well, and did not see nor do we foresee any issues. Test pump data is provided 

above.  

 

8) Why did the District drill such a large well with an increased source capacity, if a 

smaller well with less source capacity would be adequate for Chekshani Cliffs? 

Chekshani owners did not pay for a larger well. The District paid for a portion of the Well which 

means it was paid by all property owners within the District.  The District would never drill a 

Well to the minimum capacity as that would be foolish with little foresight.  District looks to 

projections of minimum of fifty years as any water projects are long-term investments for a 

community.  In addition, the purchase for the well drilling and development through New 

Harmony Ridge resulted in substantial savings to both the District and Chekshani Cliff residents.  

It is also noted that the land where the well was drilled was donated as well as the easements to 
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transport the water.  This also resulted in substantial savings and preserved District’s ability to 

maintain the well and to assure water protection for District users.   All told, by working with 

New Harmony Ridge and with their donations of land and easements, the District saved 

approximately 50-60% of the cost for all of the well improvements.  In reality we have saved an 

estimated $250,000 through a good working partnership with New Harmony Ridge, Not to 

mention the amount of groundwater data learned as they drilled over 9 wells throughout the area 

in search of water.     

 

9) Provide the USDA Preliminary Engineering Report 

 

 Chekshani ePER 9_30_2020.pdf  

 

 Chekshani Environmental Assessment 8-11-2020.pdf  

 

10) In past meetings the District staff said that the well would not be used as a municipal 

well for Kanarraville or other water users.  

That is incorrect. Initially the District actually reached out to Kanarraville to see if they would 

like a backup connection as part of our responsibility to ensure water is reliable and available 

within the District boundaries. We actually discussed this possibility at the first meeting.  

Additionally, the Carters were not part of the subdivision and we included them in this project. 

The District has always stated the reason for the larger capacity well is for future development 

and growth. As mentioned above, the District would never drill a well to the minimum capacity 

as that would be foolish with little foresight.  District looks to projections of minimum of fifty 

years as any water projects are long-term investments for a community. 

 

11) As property Owners we should have been notified of well interference with New 

Harmony Ridge in change application a42087.  

No, we are not obligated to inform you on every aspect of the operations of the water system. In 

reference to the protest to change application a42087, in Utah Water Law if you do not raise an 

objection or opposition to a change application then you limit your opportunity for standing or 

challenging the applicant if impairment occurs.  We were simply acting in the best interest to 

protect the source of water for the Checkshani Cliffs Subdivision and as a result we were able to 

negotiate a settlement agreement in which we have been afforded the knowledge of lithological 

well logs and water samples for 9 wells drilled by New Harmony Ridge over 3-4 years which 

provided a map of where not to drill and more importantly where to drill for water. We also 

received the necessary easements and maintained cooperative working relationship which ended 

up saving around $250,000 for everyone.  

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t35TS79N8qvdeeH2nggKjXEaCm-xbSAl/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t35TS79N8qvdeeH2nggKjXEaCm-xbSAl/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tqL2qTvTH5AwNE8tI3uUEL3TiodWq0Lv/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tqL2qTvTH5AwNE8tI3uUEL3TiodWq0Lv/view?usp=drive_web
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12) At the meeting you stated Chekshani Residents could have drilled a well and that is 

incorrect.  

The intent of the comment was based on the implication of when we began this process a couple 

of years ago in that the District Board encouraged the Chekshani Cliffs community to take the 

water system back and operate it themselves as an HOA if they believed they could do a better 

job in finding a solution to the water problems within the community. However, all along the 

way we have provided ample opportunity for public participation and comment of which we 

have received overwhelming support to move in the direction which we have taken.  

 

13) At the meeting you stated that when the final numbers comes in it may be that the 

District pays for 60% of the project and 40% to Chekshani Cliffs property owners instead 

of 50:50 split. Since not all of Chekshani Cliffs development is included in the water 

assessment and CICWCD will be receiving future assessments from parcel 71 and parcel 

73 with twelve acres plus and now stating others can and will have access to our new well 

then consideration shall be given to lower the assessment fee for Chekshani Cliffs property 

owners who owns one or multiple parcels within the 70 lots.  

The adjustment to the amount absorbed by the District is an effort to keep the price per lot down 

as construction costs have exceeded the initial Engineers estimate given in 2019. The fact is this 

is the current world we live in with inflated costs due to supply and demand. If Chekshani Cliffs 

residents are more interested in the reimbursement, then we could adjust the payment so that 

Chekshani Cliffs residents pay for 100% of the project and receive 100% of the reimbursed fee 

for every new connection that ties into the system.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Paul Monroe 

General Manager 

Central Iron County Water Conservancy District 














